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AZERBAIJAN SNAPSHOT  
 
Year of  Independence: 1991  
 
Government Type: Republic  
 
Capital: Baku 
 
Constitution: Adopted 1995 
 
Chief of State: President Ilham Aliyev 
 

Source: CIA Factbook 

OVERVIEW 

The dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 brought an end to  
the Cold War and created the opportunity to build relations with  
its successor states as they began a political and economic
transformation. The U.S. views Azerbaijan as  a strategic part-
ner sitting at the crossroads of the Middle East, Europe, and  
Asia – regions.  Azerbaijan successfully transforming into a free 
market-based economy and democratic state promises more
stability and prosperity for the country, its people, and the re-
gion. As a secular, majority Muslim state, Azerbaijan has the  
potential to serve as a powerful regional model of reform and  
prosperity. 

Although the Government of Azerbaijan consists of three
branches, Azerbaijan has a strong presidential system with the  
legislative and judicial branches having only limited independ-
ence. USAID’s programs work to forge constructive relation-
ships with government and civil society partners that support  
reformers in Azerbaijan who seek to advocate in the public in-
terest through peaceful and constructive engagement with their 
elected and appointed government representatives.   

 

 

 

PROGRAMS 

 	 Anti-Corruption and Legal Advice Centers 

 	 Azerbaijan Rule of Law Program 

 	 Civil Society Strengthening Project 

 	 Regional Socio-Economic Development (planned FY2010) 

 	 New Media and Internet Access Project  

 	 Parliamentary Program in Azerbaijan  

 	 Strengthening Citizen Participation in Political and Electoral 
Processes 

 	 Small Project Assistance – Peace Corps 

CONTINUES > 



 

 

 
 

The American people, through the U.S. Agency for International Development, have provided economic and humanitarian 
assistance worldwide for nearly 50 years. 

GOVERNING JUSTLY AND DEMOCRATICALLY, CONTINUED 


CONTACT INFORMATION  
Keith Simmons 
Acting Country Coordinator   
USAID Azerbaijan 
Tel: (994 12) 498 0335 ext. 4522 

 
PRESS AND OUTREACH  
USAID/Azerbaijan Program Office  
Tel:  (994 12) 498 1835   
 
For more information see:   
http://azerbaijan.usaid.gov  

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS - 2010 

THE NEXT GENERATION WILLING TO LEAD  
USAID’s political and electoral processes work has established dy-
namic working relationships with youth  groups and emerging young  

leaders in Azerbaijan.  Utilizing new technology and established social  
networking sites such as Facebook, USAID helped launch a number  
of on-line youth forums.  These on-line forums were created  after 

emerging youth leadership exchanges between youth from Azerbai-
jan, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, and Georgia concluded during the 
summer of 2009.  The on-line forums continue to bring these emerg-

ing young leaders together to share their ideas, thoughts, and experi-
ences and further their countries’ democratic reform efforts.        
 
TACKLING CORRUPTION AT THE COMMUNITY LEVEL  
Through regional Legal Aid and Advocacy Centers (ALACs), USAID 
works to help citizens  address corruption in the communities  where  
they live. Through face to face legal consultations and the use of a  

toll-free Hotline, ALACs provide citizens with advice  and, where evi-
dence of corruption exists, a referral for further legal counseling.   
 
LESSONS LEARNED TO LAST A LIFETIME 

With USAID support, law students distill legal concepts for eight to 
fifteen years-old students through the use of interactive classroom  
instruction with games  and role-play that help students understand  

how the rule of law and corrupt behavior apply to their daily lives.  The 
activity simultaneously improves law students’ knowledge of the law 
as well as provides effective techniques of applying legal concepts to 

everyday situations facing Azerbaijani society.   

 

PARLIAMENT ESTABLISHES COMMUNITY LEVEL LINKAGES TO 
CITIZENS AND MPS 

Members of Parliament Assistants (MPAs) play a crucial role in help-
ing MPs communicate with their constituencies and in addressing lo-
cal and national problems and issues.  Since 2007, USAID has 

partnered with the Azerbaijan Milli Mejlis (National Parliament) to pro-
vide training  and technical assistance in support of the Parliament’s 
efforts in opening 110 MP constituent offices across all regions of 

Azerbaijan and staffing them with newly hired MPAs.   
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